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ALMAZ ZELLEKE
167 Congress Street
Brooklyn, NY 11201

718.237.0291
almaz@almazzelleke.com

EDUCATION

Harvard University, Cambridge, MA. Doctoral candidate in Political Science, 1988-95.
A.M. in Political Science, 1991. Major Field of study: Political Philosophy. Minor Fields:
American Politics, International Relations.

Princeton University, Princeton, NJ. A.B. in Politics, 1984.

Dissertation Radical Pluralism: The Case for an Unconditional Basic Income in the United
States The idea of an unconditional guaranteed minimum income, which radically disassociates
work and economic well-being, raises questions about incentives to work, distributive justice,
gender roles, and the family. It also highlights the centrality to the American understanding of
citizenship of the independence ostensibly conferred by paid employment. I argue that basic
income represents not only a superior safety net in a capitalist economy, but also that it provides
a foundation for a radically pluralist notion of citizenship that more fully embodies liberal ideals
than the employment-based notion of citizenship advanced by advocates of conditionality.

FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS

Ford Foundation Predoctoral Fellowship, 1988 (three-year grant).
Harvard Graduate School of Arts and Sciences Prize Fellowship, 1988 (five-year grant).
Harvard University Center for European Studies Grant, 1991 (summer grant).

UNIVERSITY ADMINISTRATIVE EXPERIENCE

The New School, New York, NY. Director of Academic Affairs, The New School for General
Studies. Assist the Dean with a variety of academic projects, including program review, new
program development and implementation, faculty reappointments, new faculty orientation, and
other academic matters as they arise. September 2005-present.

Acting Chair, Department of Humanities, The New School. Supervised approximately one
hundred part-time instructors in the fields of literature, art history, philosophy, and religion.
Oversaw humanities curriculum for adult non-credit students and for students enrolled in an
adult undergraduate liberal arts program. Approved course proposals, recruited new instructors
and developed new courses, reviewed syllabi, edited catalog course descriptions, observed
instructors in the classroom, monitored courses for enrollment and revenue, mediated student-
faculty disputes. Created and co-chaired a committee of senior literature instructors to review
literature offerings and restructure the literature section of the New School Bulletin. Participated
in appointment of New School Bachelor of Arts Program core faculty. Sat on University Liberal
Arts Planning Committee and the Undergraduate Planning Group Committee. March 2003-
January 2004; 2000-01.



Acting Director of The New School Bachelor of Arts Program. Directed an adult undergraduate
liberal arts program of over 400 students. Supervised program staff, including nine part-time
core faculty. Developed and implemented department policies and student services. Worked
closely with department chairs on curriculum development and recruitment and training of core
faculty. Supervised department budget and allocation of student financial aid. Led
informational sessions on program features and monthly recruitment open houses for prospective
students. Sat on University and divisional committees on student services, curriculum
development, and senior staff searches. 1998-99.

Assistant Director of The New School Bachelor of Arts Program. Responsible for the
administration and daily operation of the program office. Coordinated advising and registration;
developed, maintained, and verified confidential student records; prepared statistical reports.
Arranged and participated in informational sessions on program features and monthly
recruitment open houses. Worked closely with Director on curriculum development. Assisted in
recruitment and training of part-time core faculty. Served as liaison with University student
services offices; sat on University Committee on Student Services. 1997-98. Assistant to the
Director of The New School Bachelor of Arts Program. 1995-97.

Harvard University, Mather House. Assistant Senior Tutor for Fellowships. Advised students
on fellowships and grants, edited grant proposals, managed the fellowship and prize nomination
process, served on University selection committees. 1990-94. Resident Tutor in Government and
Social Studies. Supervised and counseled students in an undergraduate residence on all aspects
of their college careers. 1990-94. Designated Sexual Harassment Adjunct Advisor. 1992-94.

Harvard University, Government Department. Assistant Head Tutor. Assisted in the
administration of the largest undergraduate concentration at Harvard. Advised students,
maintained records, sectioned courses, matched students with senior thesis advisors. 1990-94.

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

The New School, Department of Social Sciences. Instructor. Radical Thought, survey course
in political theory from Plato to Marx. Spring 1998, Fall 1999. New School Bachelor of Arts
Program Office. Workshop Leader. Workshop in Research and Writing Skills in the
Humanities and Social Sciences, six-week workshop for adult undergraduates. 1996-98.

Harvard University, Government Department. Senior Thesis Advisor. Supervised under-
graduate honors candidates on year-long independent research projects on topics in political
theory and policy studies. 1993-94, 1990-91. Teaching Fellow, Introduction to Political
Philosophy, survey course in political theory. Spring 1993. Head Teaching Fellow,
Constitutional Democracy in America, required tutorial for Government Department sophomores
on American constitutional political philosophy and law. 1991-92. Teaching Fellow,
Constitutional Democracy in America. 1990-91.

OTHER UNIVERSITY EXPERIENCE
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The New School, New School Dean’s Office. Consultant to the Associate Dean for Academic
Affairs. Developed and implemented the division’s first orientation for new faculty, and revised
the faculty handbook. Fall 2001, Summer 2000.

Harvard University Art Museums. Development Researcher. Researched potential sources of
foundation and corporate support for museum fundraising. Created a database to organize
research and track solicitations. 1994-95. Harvard Magazine. Editorial Intern. Wrote short
pieces for alumni magazine, and provided research, editorial, and production assistance. 1994-
95.

OTHER EXPERIENCE

Brookings Institution, Washington, DC. Research Verifier. Verified, updated, and edited
manuscripts on economic policy issues for accuracy, timeliness, and clarity of presentation.
Supervised up to five verifiers. Arranged seminars led by experts on policy issues. 1986-88.
Leventhal & Senter, Washington, DC. Paralegal. Research assistant in a communications law
firm. 1984-86.

LANGUAGE SKILLS

Fluent French, Basic German and Italian.

ACADEMIC ARTICLES AND PAPERS

“Basic Income in the United States: Redefining Citizenship in the Liberal State,” forthcoming in
Review of Social Economy (2005) and in Karl Widerquist, Michael A. Lewis, and Steven
Pressman, eds., The Ethics and Economics of the Basic Income Guarantee (Ashgate, 2005).

“A Feminist Critique of Reciprocity and Conditionality,” presented at the Plenary Panel on
Women, Family, and the Basic Income Guarantee, at the Fourth U.S. Basic Income Guarantee
Congress, New York City, March 3-5, 2005.

“Distributive Justice and the Argument for an Unconditional Basic Income,” Journal of
Socio-Economics, 34 (February 2005):3-15.

“Radical Pluralism: A Liberal Defense of Unconditionality,” paper presented at the Ninth
International Congress of the Basic Income European Network, Geneva, Switzerland, September
12-14, 2002.

“Foundations of Rousseau’s Social Contract Theory in the Discourse on the Origin and
Foundations of Inequality Among Men.” Harvard University Seminar Paper, 1991.

“Property and Rationality in Locke’s Two Treatises of Government.” Harvard University
Seminar Paper, 1989.



“Old and New Property Rights in Supreme Court Doctrine.” Harvard University Seminar Paper,
1989.

OTHER WRITING

“Hunger and Human Rights, alumni profile in Harvard Magazine, March-April 1996, 88G.
“Legislative Watchdog,” alumni profile in Harvard Magazine, January-February 1996, 83.
“Learning is Part of the Job,” alumni profile in Harvard Magazine, September-October 1995, 85.

“Radcliffe Arrives,” Harvard Magazine Commencement Guide, June 1995, 6-7 (with Jean
Martin).

“A Country, Not Just a War,” alumni profile in Harvard Magazine, May-June 1995, 85.
“A Pattern of Change,” alumni profile in Harvard Magazine, March-April 1995, 81.

“Coffeehouses: An Habitué¢’s Guide,” Harvard Magazine, March-April 1995, 24-25.



